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January 26, 2008
By: Edward Blanco

An amazing singer who bills herself as a Japanese songbird, jazz and R&B vocalist Taeko
Fukao has been performing and producing charming jazz vocal albums in New York for
the past decade. “One Love" is Taeko's fourth release and perhaps the best so far.
Presenting passionate interpretations of various pop and jazz standards from the song
books of such legendary composers as Antonio Carlos Jobim, Johnny Mercer, Johnny
Burke, Jimmy Van Heusen and Bob Marley, the music is light, jazzy and exceptional.

Recorded in three different sessions between April of 2006 and March of last year, each
session uses a different cast of musicians which include Misha Tsiganov, Harry Whitaker
and Doug Richardson sharing the duties on piano. Gaku Takanashi and Dwayne Burno
play bass while Richardson mans the drums on all but a couple of tracks.

What is unmistakably noticeable from the outset is the lady’s vocal command and lush
deep voice that reaches with ease. Just listen to her seductive interpretation of Jobim’s
classic “Dindi” and you'll be swayed. The knock out tune here is the melodically-rich
“Would You Believe” where the lady hits the high notes and caresses the lyrics with
tasteful elegance.

Taeko voices a quick rendition of “It Could Happen To You” displaying her ample
scatting skills which she repeats on other selections like on Frank Loesser’s “I've Never
Been In Love Before.” For an unusual freat, you need to listen to *Hoshi-no Love Letter”
and hear the vocalist sing in her native Japanese then lend your ears to the tune “Trav'lin
Light,” to hear a beautiful love ballad sung to the heart.

Definitely one heck of a jazz singer, Taeko Fukao's graceful approach to the music

leaves quite an impression on “One Love.” Armed with a beautiful voice and range, this
is one lady of jazz who knows how to carry a tune and make it come alive.
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Thanks a lot for the album, she's a great singer, the best Japanese singer I've ever heard
Kjell /Radio Holstebro, Denmark
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"Taeko's music is excellent. Her version of "Dindi" probably has Jon Lucien smiling
wherever he is in heaven. And "Hoshi-no Love Letter" is one of the most beautiful songs |
have heard in awhile...."

- Lamon Fenner /WHCR 90.3FM, The Voice of Harlem
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One of the first things that strikes me about One Love is the deepness and extent of the
songbird’s voice. Taeko has remarkable range and vocal command, able to manipulate
normal notes into tapestries of sound. She tempers deep soulfulness reminiscent of Anita
Baker with sophisticated scatting a la Ella. The combination is a tfreat and never feels
forced.

Written by Jordan Richardson
Published March 14, 2008
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TAEKO FUKAO/One Love: In which we find the Japanese songbird staking more of her
claim to the Big Apple with a charming set of standards that shows her love of jazz and
world sounds. Adding her own new, special sauce to the familiar, Fukao delivers a
pleasing and pleasant session that wasn’t made to be a barn burner but was made to
be a comfortable stopping point when you want a cool, audio getaway. On the money
throughout, jazz vocal fans are sure to enjoy this one.

(Flat 9)
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MIDWEST RECORD CHRIS SPECTOR, Editor and Publisher
(c)2008 Midwest Record
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“Between Sets with Taeko - Blurring the Lines Between Cultures”
Posted by: Karl Stober Saturday, March 15, 2008

Taeko Fukao, a name widely known as much now however in the very near future arfiste
Taeko the talent, will be synonymous with harmonic ingenuity and inventive musicality.
Taeko has unearthed emotional jaozz both in performance and concept. Talents are
hidden beneath this Japanese born musical philosopher with a range that is refreshingly
crisp. Taeko also has this gift of putting fear aside and acting on logic and direction.
Asked if she found scaftting difficult as many do, Taeko just expressed it as “natural” for
her... Noft frightening or hard, just what was right for that fune and fimel!

Wednesday, June 4, 2008 8pm& 10pm

CD “ONE LOVE" RELEASE LIVE @ JAZZ CLUB KITANO Midtown, NYC
Address: 66 Park Avenue, NY, NY 10016 K

(between 37t St. and 38t St.)
Phone: (212)-885-7000 No Cover Charge
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